ADOPTED - MARCH 8, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 35

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTINGENCY APPROPRIATION TO RESOLUTION SERVICES CENTER OF CENTRAL MICHIGAN TO SUPPORT SMALL CLAIMS WORK

RESOLUTION #22 – 121

WHEREAS, Resolution Services Center of Central Michigan (RSCCM) is a Community Dispute Resolution Program (CDRP) through the State Court Administrators Office (SCAO) providing services in the areas of mediation, facilitated dialogues, restorative practices, juvenile diversion, and mediation/restorative training; and
WHEREAS, with the onset of the COVID-19 stay-at-home order, RSCCM responded to requests from the courts in the county to assist with the backlog of small claim cases by developing a referral process for accepting small claims cases, contacting parties, facilitating all cases remotely, and providing outcome information back to the referring courts; and
WHEREAS, these services have proven valuable to both the courts and the parties they serve and the demand for these services is expected to continue into the future; and 

WHEREAS, RSCCM provides these services at the 55th District Court, 54A District Court, and 54B District Court; and 

WHEREAS, RSCCM has also requested funding from the City of Lansing and City of East Lansing to support these services in their courts; and

WHEREAS, future requests for funding for this purpose will be made as part of the annual budget process.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a contract with Resolution Services Center of Central Michigan for small claims case assistance in the amount of $13,000 for the time period of January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to transfer $13,000 from the 2022 contingency account for this purpose and to make any necessary adjustments to the 2022 budget consistent with this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chairperson to sign any necessary documents that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Schafer     Approved  02/24/2022
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Stivers, Schafer     Approved  03/02/2022

